Effect of vasotocin on plasma free fatty acid level in the migrating anadromous sea lamprey.
The effect of injections of arginine vasotocin (AVT) on plasma free fatty acid (FFA) levels was studied in anadromous sea lampreys collected in the St. John River, New Brunswick, during their upstream spawning migration. Plasma FFA was significantly higher in lampreys injected with a single dose of 1 000 mU vasotocin/kg body weight than in those receiving only the vehicle solution, the difference being the greater at 90 than at 30 min post-injection. The significance of AVT in migration is discussed.